August 3, 2011 

Dear Parents, 

It’s been so nice seeing so many of you and your children throughout the summer; the enthusiasm I see from the kids every day tells me how much they’ve all enjoyed the summer program. We hope you are looking forward to the school year as  much as we are. The Parent Committee is already hard at work planning exciting events for our children and families. 

The ECEC will be continuing many of our great programs during the coming year, including the Back to School Picnic, Pizza Bingo, Picture Art and Truck Day. Additionally, Gan Shabbat will be held monthly and celebrations will be held throughout the year for a wide variety of holidays. Details about these programs will be sent home as well as posted on both the ECEC web site and the Yahoo Group site. As returning families know, you can expect an e-mail every Sunday reviewing upcoming events. 

Parent Committee meetings will be held monthly, beginning with our first meeting on Monday, September 19th at 9:30 a.m.  Some of the monthly meetings will be held in the morning, others in the evening, in an attempt to accommodate the schedules of all of our parents. Dates will be posted on the Parent Committee bulletin board -please plan to attend as many meetings as your schedule allows. This provides a great opportunity for you to become involved in your child’s Har Shalom experience and to meet other parents in our preschool community. One of our goals this year is to have all our parents involved – whether you’re a mom or a dad, whether your child attends the ECEC full-day or half-day, there’s an opportunity for everyone to participate. Becoming involved will enhance both your child’s preschool experience and your 

own connection with the ECEC. 

A successful year of programming depends on parent involvement. In order to create the welcoming environment our children (and their families) deserve, we will rely on room parents from each class to help us coordinate projects and events. Please let us know if you are interesting in volunteering as a room parent. Parent volunteers are also needed to chair many of the programs and activities that are offered during the year. We encourage all parents to get involved: volunteering is a wonderful way to foster the close knit community we enjoy at the Har Shalom ECEC. This year, Har Shalom ECEC’s Parent Committee Handbook is available on-line at www.harshalomecec.org. Please read the Handbook, as it provides descriptions of the programs. Please also complete and submit the Volunteer Request Form to let us know how you’d like to participate. 

In addition to the documents from the administration, a number of forms from the Parent Committee can be found posted on the ECEC web site. Please take a moment to review the forms, those noted with an *** should be printed and returned to the ECEC Office: 
· *** Challah Order Form – Bring home a delicious Challah every Friday!
· *** Pizza Wednesday Order Form – Your child can enjoy Sienna’s Pizza for lunch every Wednesday!
· Parent Committee Handbook – Read about the events organized by the Parent Committee every year and decide which ones you’ll help with! *** Signature sheet in conjunction with ECEC Parent Handbook. *** 
· Back to School Picnic – Join us Monday, September 5th at the Har Shalom ECEC playground for a chance to meet new friends and see some familiar faces as we get ready for the new school year. 10:00 am until noon; snacks and beverages provided. 
· Tea & Sympathy – On Wednesday, September 7th please join other parents for coffee and snacks while your children meet their new teachers. Great opportunity to meet your child’s classmates’ parents! 
· Parent Committee Meeting – Join us for our first meeting of the school year on Monday, September 19th at 9:30 am. You’re always welcome to bring younger siblings along! 
· *** Volunteer Request Form – Please fill out the form and return to us, or the ECEC Office. Let us know how you’d like to participate in the programs that enhance your child’s preschool experience!

· *** Pizza in the Hut – One of our first events of the year, held on Tuesday, October 18th. It’s so much fun to have dinner, sing and dance with friends in the Har Shalom Sukkah. 

We want to warmly welcome all of our new and returning students and families; we can’t wait to see you! Enjoy a happy and safe remainder of the summer. 

Please feel free to contact either of us any time, for any reason! 

Parent Committee, Co-Chairs 

Bonnie Handel
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bonnieph@verizon.net 

301.299.1524
